actively stimulating fish behaviour

to Improve escape panel selectivity

TARGET SPECIES
Norway lobster, cod

AREA, VESSEL

The study was carried out in 2013 in
the North Sea and Western Skagerrak
on board the commercial twin-trawler
HM 128 Borkumrif (28 m and 728 kW).

GEAR MODIFICATION

The standard gear was a 90 mm
diamond mesh codend with a 270 mm
diamond mesh escape panel
positioned 4-7 m from the cod-line.

The experimental gear was identical
but with a stimulation device.

The stimulation device was made from
three 3.4 m long ropes. Each rope had
one 20 cm float in the middle and three
smaller oval floats placed 40 cm apart
on either side. The float ropes were
only fixed to the lower netting in the
four panel section to allow the passage
of seaweed and litter. To compensate
for the extra flotation three leaded
lines were mounted below the string of
floats.

It was hoped that the line of floats
would stimulate cod to escape through
the large mesh panel.
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RESULTS

by actively stimulating escape
behaviour the number of cod escaping
through square mesh panel can be
increased.

The float ropes did not effect the
catches of Nephrops.
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